
67Chapter 3: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 3.1  �Country of birth for foreign-born population in the United States, 2012 
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SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2014a.

and ethnic diversity of the United States. How they translate their own backgrounds 
and report their adopted identities have important implications for the nation’s 
racial and ethnic composition.” In 2012, among the 40 million foreign born in the 
United States, most were from Latin America (42.7%, as displayed in Figure 3.1) 
Brown and Patten 2014a.

Refugees are defined by the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1980 as “aliens 
outside the United States who are unable or unwilling to return to his/her country 
of origin for persecution or fear of persecution on account of race, religion, nation-
ality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion.” Data on the 
number of admitted refugees are collected annually by the U.S. Department of State. 
In 2013, 69,926 persons were admitted as refugees. Almost 65% of all admitted 
refugees were from three countries: Burma (24%), Iraq (28%), and Bhutan (13%) 
(U.S. Department of State 2014). 

Refugees: Persons who 
are unable or unwilling to 
return to their country of 
origin due to persecution 
or fear of persecution on 
account of race, religion, 
nationality, membership in 
a particular social group, 
or political opinion

What Does It Mean to Me?
There were 12 racial categories listed in the 1920 U.S. Census. The categories included 
four variations of White, Negro, Mulatto, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Native, Foreign-born, 
and “All other.” The number of racial categories was reduced to 8 in the 1960 Census and 
expanded again to 31 racial categories in the 2000 and 2010 Census. Based on the current 
definition, how would you identify your racial identity? From your perspective, are any 
racial categories missing from the list?


